W ELCOME TO GCSE
YEAR 11

The Bromfords School
Dear Year 11 Parent,
The GCSE years are exciting but can also be daunting, both for students and parents. However, they don’t
have to be confusing, and it certainly isn’t a journey for you and your child to work your way through alone.
The aim of this booklet is to explain some of the components of this year. However, teaching staff, form tutors
and the Key Stage 4 Progress Team will always welcome any questions that you or your child may have, if
they have not been addressed here or on the school website. If you have any further questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us (see the next page for more information of where to direct your query).
We are now a few years into the new grading system for GCSE examinations. Instead of being graded with
A*, A, B, C, D, E, F or G, papers are now given a 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2 or 1 grading. The highest three grades
(9, 8 and 7) are replacements for A* and A, with the top 20% of students being graded 9, 8 and 7. To date,
Grade 4 has been seen as a ‘standard pass’ with a grade 5 labelled a “strong pass”.
This might sound confusing, but essentially, a new gold standard grade has been born. In fact, it’s more a
platinum standard - with some even classifying a grade 9 as the equivalent to achieving an A** (to make it a
little easier to comprehend).

Individual post 16 providers will have entry requirements for courses in their institution – but there will be more
on that later in this guide.
We look forward to working with you and supporting your child in their final year at The Bromfords School.
Best Wishes,

Aaron Rowswell

Katie Lynch

Head of Year 11

KS4 Raising Standards Lead
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office@bromfords.essex.sch.uk
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KEY EVENTS
Date

Event

Round 1: 17th Oct –
4th Nov 2022
Round 2: 27th Feb –
10th March 2023

Y11 Progress Exams

12th January 2023

Y11 Parents Eve

January 2023

Y11 Next Steps Meetings

Mid-May 2023

Written GCSE Exams Begin

June 2023

Year 11 Leavers Assembly

Mid-June 2023

Written GCSE Exams End

July 2023

Year 11 Prom

24th August 2023

GCSE Results Day & Sixth Form
Sign-Up
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PROGRESS EXAMS & NEA
SUBJECTS
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EXAM SEASON
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ACADEMIC SUPPORT
During Year 11, we run various support measures which will ensure the best
possible outcomes for all of our students at the end of the year.

We run an extensive series of ‘Masterclass’ sessions to
support academic progress.
Staff run these extra sessions before school during
lunchtimes and after school on a timetabled plan.
Sessions are run in small, targeted groups so that
students receive much more personalised intervention.
Staff may also use progress exam or NEA information to
request attendance of Masterclasses.

Your child will be given a timetable each term to show them when their
compulsory sessions are, but we will also issue a general timetable as
students are more than welcome to attend any session, should they wish to.
We run extensive mentoring programmes
throughout the year.
These programmes are there to help support
students from both a pastoral and academic
stance.
Miss Lynch and Form Tutors run personalised progress meetings with
students in the ‘Raising our Game’ initiative. The team will work closely with
you and your child to keep you updated with progress and they will also
share targets with you. You may be invited to attend a progress meeting to
discuss any concerns and support measures to ensure positive steps are
taken. These usually take place during Parents’ Evenings but may also be
scheduled during the school day. We welcome the opportunity to work with
you as parents in order to support your child in achieving the best possible
outcomes in their final exams.
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RESILIENCE
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POST-16 CHOICE & APPLICATIONS

WHERE
SHOULD
WE
START?

If your child is unsure of their Post-16 plans
please scan the QR code to request a Careers
meeting with our Careers Advisor Abigail
Bruce from Connexions.
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QUALIFICATIONS EXPLAINED
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REPORTS EXPLAINED

Attitude to Learning
At this stage of studying, we would like as many attitude to learning scores as possible to be Good or
Outstanding. Certainly, multiple negative scores, as per the example above, would lead to mentoring
sessions and other interventions to try to support improving commitment to studies. We expect more
of students who are working at a attitude to learning score of Inconsistent, as they will be unlikely to
reach their challenging target grades.
Y11 Target Grade
The students are set targets for the end of Year 11 based on their results in the Key Stage 2 SATs.
Where the SATs have not been completed, Cognitive Assessment Tests will be completed by the
students to generate the targets in the same way.
Exam Grade
This is the grade achieved in the most recent set of Progress Exams.
Current Grade
Using the evidence from exams, classwork and homework (and NEA completion where applicable)
staff will provide you with a grade to indicate current attainment.
Predicted Grades
This is the Grade that the member of staff believes that a student will achieve at the end of the course
based upon current performance, and this should be the grade used in post 16 applications.
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WELL-BEING SUPPORT
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EFFECTIVE REVISION & STUDYING

example – you can access this via the QR code
below.
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EFFECTIVE REVISION & STUDYING
Information is best retained and recalled if it’s presented in short bursts;
reviewed regularly; linked to other information; involves more than 1 sense;
it uses the left and right side of the brain; it is relevant; it is remembered
using e.g. mnemonics, chants, or mind maps. So, it’s important for students
to consider HOW they revise. Simply reading notes would not be a
successful revision method. Revision takes effort!
Time management – studying and revising takes up a lot of time – there is no
way around this. You have to make sacrifices. You will learn and remember
more if you have regular study habits. It’s important to adopt these habits as
early as possible even though the exams seem like a long way off. It’s like
exercising the body – to make a difference, it has to be done consistently
and on a regular basis. Once every now and then is not enough

Reduce screen time – A Cambridge university study found that an extra hour a
day of TV, internet or computer gaming in Year 11 is linked to poorer grades
at GCSE. The average drop in the study was equivalent to 2 GCSE grades.
Read – on the other hand, students who spent an extra hour a day doing
homework or reading did better in their GCSE grades increasing their
results by the equivalent of between 4 and 5 grades. Read for pleasure,
read the news, read wider in chosen subjects and read ahead before the
lesson.

Get organised – write notes clearly in class, keep notes organised, refer back to
notes when doing homework, improve notes if you can, keep on top of
deadlines, keep old exercise books.
Attend Masterclasses – these sessions will support work done in lessons and
offer a chance to develop key skills / knowledge.
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REVISION: ‘FACE’ IT

The Bromfords School

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT YOUR CHILD?
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HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT YOUR CHILD?
Use a different technique for
each subject studied on the
same day

Use the Revision Hub on Teams

Take a small break in
between each session /
topic – Get up and away
from your desk for at least
10 minutes
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MASTERCLASSES TIMETABLE

Week A
Week A
Year 11

Before School
(7:45-8:20am)
Subject

Before School
Venue

After School (2:55-3:30pm)
Subject

After School
Venue

Monday

Chemistry
RE
GCSE Business

Tuesday

Drama (till 4pm)
French
English – Invitation only

Room 77
Room 53
Room 30/31/27

History
Art & Photography
BTEC Business

Room 41 & 50
Room 83/84/85
Room 72

Wednesday

Biology

Thursday

Physics

Friday

Science – Invitation only

Room 23
Room 39
Room 72

Room 10
Library
Room 22

Film Studies NEA support

Room 19

Week B
Week B
Year 11
Monday

Before School
(7:45-8:20am)
Subject
Chemistry

Tuesday

Geography

Wednesday

History

Before School
Venue

After School (2:55-3:30pm)
Subject

Room 22

Art & Photography
Food & DT
Maths - Foundation

Room 51

Biology
BTEC Business
Computer Science & iMedia
Maths – Higher

After School
Venue
Room 83/84/85
Room 13 & 14
Room 2
Room 18
Room 72
Room 76
Room 5 & 8

Room 41 & 50

Thursday

Physics
Health and Social Care
(till 4pm)

Room 82
Room 73

Friday

Science – Invitation only

Room 22

